LEISURE

Queasy like
Sunday morning

Darryl W, Bullock celebrates the sabbath by
stumbling arcund Bristol bars in a herale
attempt to test that classic hangover cure -
the bloody mary.

vk, 1 knamw it's a1 cliché, bud the
Thing aboul cliches is that they are
||‘!|'.':'||'|:!|‘.-I'_|,' TrUe, A5 5 SPeCHeS, W
hacks are rathor fond of a tipple
ar two, And as Frank Sinatra onoe
Aaads 0 boel sorey o peaple whio
dont drink, When they wake up in
the meorning, that's as pood as
theyre going W tecel all day.”

Is net By accident tiat we Treelancers plan
el meetings 1o take place in ks, voa ko,
sowhen I received an invitation from Big Tom
Larmila juice Do coane and samiple thelr wires on
A mini-path orae] one Sunday afternoon., |
iwrmped at the chance, | admit it 'm a whore,
amd the thought of being in the company of
severil sessoneed jouwrnmalists [rom some of the
£ i1:. "o gl b |'|:.|.'|'||i|..|l:||r1.11 |a-:'||:.' 15K r'-i_'._:u_x'. |'|I:..
expectatbons of @ messy, booey day,

Hinw weas |t kninw that my mate Paul and
[ womsld Be 1he only ones who coubd b
bothered 1o ge1 o of bed and tarn wp! |
know it's the day of rest and all that, but as
micesl syriters are gin-soaked devil-
worshappers anywiy. why should that make
o diPerenced Suill, not wishing o let the side

dhowem tunlike stafl from a certan local
cvening paper who dida't even have the
goodd mianrers to phone and apologise), what
else Coulad we do bul go Ler in Alter all,
Brisiol’s imbthing repuiatkon lay in my own
pudgy little hands.

The Big Tom company have been promoting
their drink (with 21 different herbs and
spices from 13 dillerent countries) around
The count ey Tor some [ime now, and the
juice prople reckon that relaxing in a stylish
city bar surrcunded by the Sunday papers s
e perfect way o gor ovier Che ¢Xcesses of a
Lyic al Sy fight. An elfective
hangover cure, it works by slowing down the
sobering process by introducing yet more
alcohol into the bloodsiream.

Wo et At Bevoletion, | he white oeramic
hricks reminded me maore of a prison cell
thiam a fish market, which says something
about my state af mind. Sophic and Man
from Big Tom had spent the previcus evening
on Park Street in the company of men in had
shirts claiming to be foothallers and were
fecling fragile, ve still happily extolling the
virtues of Bristol’s nightlife,
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My First bloody mary of the day arrived,
the juice as thick and spicy as an arrabiata
sauce with a huge chunk of celery thrust in it.
Bevolution. the bigpest vodka bar chaim in the
1K, has seon a deamanic mise an Sund 1% 1 il
ot drinking in the last vear, and, according
to area manager Clive Greenhialgh; = The
armosphere s always relaxed and we do our
best 1o ensure that our customers enjoy
themselves, with soft lounge music and a
pitcher of bioody mary.,”

Mow when someone else is happy (o stump
up for the booee, 'm just as happy to swill it
hack, and afver three large BMs [ was fecling
pleasantly bugey.,, Bul at £3,75 a glass, |
guaess | should have been,

Cur 1ittle party venfured next 1o the E-
shed. The tomato julce was fresh tasting,
and the cracked pPepper gave an oxiea bine,
bt the sureeal effects of "Watership Down'
on a constant loop as Kraftwerk plaved in
the background was 100 much. The very
helpful staff and incredibly comfy sofas
invited us to stay longer but when Sophic, in
all seriousness, asked if 1 could lip-read what
the rabbits were saying, we decided that it
Wi Time o move o6,

BIG TOM

food & drink

But not too far, 25 the mnewa e il « all wsis Hai
Boscan Bar, somne thmse doors away, [ oan
appaeciane o e space would work in e
evening (h's completely ramimed o nighi), bl
during the clay it books like 2 oross hetween a
citip shap and a voulh clubowith these odd,
ruibsber-lined fuoresoent-lin cuboids planked
tlewm in the middle, Cur visitors losed 8, 1howgth,
Great seadl, but the B was yvour bvpical pub
favre, serviceable Tt rothing? soecial. However,
the: coimibanation of (he vitaman-rich tomalo juice,
alooheol and spices was working wonders on my
Lhree Bampaner-sullering compnisans,

Acsrendl throueh Cuicen Squaee Broasght s o
the Kimg Willinm Ade Howse. What a great pab!
Fhas ancient-looking wooden Booths provide
just the righe amount of privacy for diners and
there™s an exoellent three-table pool reom
upslairs. The BA here was made with Scintilla
LErmalo juico, The owr-bramd mixers prowvickisd
by hrowers Samuel Smibth, Comalning vinegar,
salt, lemvon julce and the ubdguitous
Yorestershine sauce. 1his wis 1the only serious
vl 1o Hig Tesm's prl_'-m.i'-.l_ﬂ_l jluicte, il
althiough it Incked the thick texture and
spiciness, it still added tooa perfectly e drink.

Crerall frmuch e the relicd of the people
pavingh, the Bevelution bloody many, containing
Alsolut pepper vodka and Blg Tom tomato fubee,
s ol by mile, with the King William version
corming in scoond - although, inall Gaimmes, there
s’y that msch between the theee runners-up,
Ther again, afier s or soven {or ekght b doulbles,
[ comldd just have casily been drinking paint.
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